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Darwin’s Delights


Dear Parents/Carers,

Welcome back after the half term! Ahead of us is one of the most important terms of Year 6. All of the hard work that the children have put in over the last few months really comes together and we begin to see great progress in their learning. Our topic for this term is called Darwin’s Delights in which we will learn about the extraordinary life of one of Britain’s most respected scientists: Charles Darwin. The children will learn about his life and how his HMS Beagle expedition led him to come up with his theories on Evolution.


	Literacy 

	Scientific Journal
	Discussion
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Children will re-visit the work that they did on diaries back in Autumn 2. They will compare the features of diaries to those found in scientific journals. They will then look at extracts from the journal that Darwin kept during his time aboard HMS Beagle. They will then create their own entries in the style of Charles Darwin about the animals found on the Galapagos Islands.
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Children will look at the difference between autobiographical and biographical writing: they will compare features of both and practise writing examples about their own lives. Linking into the Darwin topic, the children will then use their knowledge of this famous scientist to write their own Darwin biography. 

	Maths

	Algebra, Ratio and Proportion

	Children will begin the term with new mathematical learning: algebra. They will learn how to substitute values into algebraic expressions, find the values in algebraic expressions, find multiple possibilities that satisfy algebraic equations and practise writing their own algebraic expressions.
Following this, children will learn about ratio and proportion. They will understand what these key mathematical terms mean and how to solve related word problems.
For the final part of the term, children will re-visit all of their mathematical learning from the year in order to ensure that all areas have been consolidated.





Key areas of learning:
	Science
	Geography

	· recognise that living things have changed over time and that fossils provide information about living things that inhabited the Earth millions of years ago
· recognise that living things produce offspring of the same kind, but normally offspring vary and are not identical to their parents
· identify how animals and plants are adapted to suit their environment in different ways and that adaptation may lead to evolution.
	· Use a wide range of maps, atlases, globes and digital maps to locate countries and features studied. 
· Plot the tropics and equator
· Relate different maps to each other and to aerial photos. 
· Begin to understand the differences between maps e.g. Google maps vs. Google Earth, and OS maps.
· Use latitude/longitude in a globe or atlas.
· Identify and explain increasing complex geographical features, processes (changes), patterns, relationships and ideas.
· Use more precise geographical language relating to the physical and human processes detailed in the PoS e.g. tundra, coniferous/deciduous forest when learning about biomes.


	Computing
	R.E
	

	· Graphical modelling
· Independently select the most appropriate ICT tools for intended purpose and audience. 
· Routinely evaluate and improve work as part of the design process. 
· Use a range of digital devices to produce digital ‘content’.
	· Salvation
·  Identify the key parts of the Easter story
· Learn about the importance of the resurrection to the Christian religion
· Discuss what Christian people can learn from the resurrection of Jesus Christ
	




	Week 1: Who was Charles Darwin
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	 Children will learn about the early life of Charles Darwin and what he was like as a child. They will learn about how his early life was instrumental in the life path that he followed in early adulthood.

	Week 2: HMS Beagle and The Galapagos Islands
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	During this week, the children will find out more about the incredible HMS Beagle voyage and the places in the world that Darwin visited. They will focus on the Galapagos Islands, using atlases to locate it and finding out about the climate and topography of the islands. Following on from this, the children will learn more about the animals that call these islands home and how they have adapted to their unique habitats.

	Week 3 and 4: Darwin’s Theories
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	Over these two weeks, the children will look in more depth at how his exploration around the world helped Darwin form his theories on evolution and natural selection. The children will look at a variety of different evidence put forward by Darwin which supported his theories such as Darwin’s finches and fossils.

	Week 5: Nature vs Science
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	Children will begin to look at how human intervention is speeding up and influencing the natural process of evolution and adaptation. They will consider the ethical arguments around cloning and genetic modification questioning whether science should be allowed to control aspects that nature has taken millions of years to affect.



Key Information:
· P.E in Year 6 will take place on a Wednesday and a Friday afternoon
Please make sure that children have appropriate clothing and footwear for the changing weather.
· Homework is given out on a Friday and will comprise of a mixture of Maths, Spelling and Grammar or Reading.  It is due back in the following Wednesday. We understand that due to busy schedules, children on occasions find it difficult to find time to complete homework at home. If that is the case, we can find time for them during school time to complete this.
· Reading Diaries will be checked daily in Year 6 to keep track of the reading that is taking place.

Things that you could do at home that could really make a difference to learning:
· Please continue to support your children with their reading at home. With the new curriculum, standards have increased and it is vital that children in Year 6 continue to read regularly to improve their fluency, reading comprehension and understanding of language.
· Rapid recall of times tables is absolutely key to succeeding with maths in Year 6. Key areas of our curriculum such as calculation, fractions and percentages are underpinned by a sound knowledge of these facts. Please continue to encourage your children to practise these at home. We will have times table races every week at school to practise.
Thank you for your continued support. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to come in and speak to one of our team.

Mr Roantree, Miss Cornish and Miss Hyman

Here are a few websites that may help to support your child’s learning during his half term. 

Maths:
Century Maths
https://app.century.tech/login/
Interactive games to practise times tables 
http://www.oswego.org/ocsd-web/games/mathmagician/mathsmulti.html
Times Table Rockstars
https://ttrockstars.com/login
Maths activities
http://nrich.maths.org/frontpage

Literacy:
Grammar 
http://www.ks2phonics.org.uk/Clausesandconnectives.html
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CHARLES DARWIN

JOURNAL OF RESEARCHES

INTO THE GEOLOGY AND NATURAL HISTORY
OF THE VARIOUS COUNTRIES VISITED BY
H.M.S. BEAGLE

A FACSIMILE REPRINT OF THE FIRST EDITION « 1839
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